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The  number  of  chickens  raised  probably  will  be  smaller  in  1946  than  in  1915, 
reflecting  a  lower  egg-feed  price  ratio  during  the  1916  hatching  season.  Change  in  the 
number  of  chickens  raised  usually  results  in  a  corresponding  but  smaller  change  in  the 
number  of  hens  and  pullets  on  farms  at  the  year's  end. 
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The  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation  at  a  Olsmce 


Item 


Unit 


Month  : 


[  Average 


1935-'^ 


19^+5 


19U6 


Comment  8  about  19^6 


T&rm  production 


Average  num'ber  of  layers 
on  farniB  


Bate  of  lay  per  hen 


.^jparent  civilian  per 
capita  consumption  . 

Jrozen  egg  production 

Dried  egg  production  . 


Prices  received  by  fanners,. 

Prices  ree^lTed  fanners 

as  percentage  of  parity  .. 
Betail  price  (BAE)   


Egg- feed  ratio 

Stocks:  1/ 
Shell   


Frozen  ...... 

Dried   

Chicks  hatched 


Prices  paid  by  fanners 
for  laying  mash   


Egg-laying  mash  ratio 


Prices  received  by  farmers 
for  chickens   


Prices  received  by  farmers 
as  percentage  of  parity  ., 

Betail  prices  of  chickens 
(BAE)   


Prices  received  by  farmers 
for  turkeys   


Stocks:  1/ 
Poultry  excluding  turkeys. 


Turkeys   

Chicken-feed  ratio 

Turkey-feed  ratio  . 


Beceipts  of  poultry  at 
Central  Western  Primary 
Markets,  per  plant   


17    End  of  month. 


Million  doz. 

Teb. 

2gl(.7 

399.6 

Ul2.g  : 

Million 

■ 

31^5.9 

1+09.5 

1+07.1+  : 

Number 

n 

9.7 

11.7 

12.2  : 

Humber 

B 

25 

32 

31  : 

Million  lbs. 

n 

— 

3I+.2 

1+5.1+  i 

niXJ.10Zl  XD8« 

n 

7  U  • 

C^ia  TiPT*  f\n7 

fi 

*  J 

■^2  6  • 

Percent 

N 

88 

105 

92  : 

Cts.per  doz. 

Jan. 

3^.9 

5»+.6 

55.2  : 

Pounds  feed 

Feb. 

11.7 

12.5 

: 

10,8  : 

Thous.  cases 

U69 

521 

I5I+5  : 

Thou 8.  cases 

■ 

1511 

2280 

31I+I  : 

Million  lbs. 

■ 

111 

17  : 

Million 

■ 

S3.1 

111.1+ 

116.8  : 

Dols.  per  cvt. 

■ 

3.5^ 

3.7I: 

Lbs,  laying  mash  * 

10.1 

8.8  : 

Poultry  : 

Cts.  per  lb. 

Feb. 

16.U 

2I+.5 

23.1  i 

Percent 

■ 

105 

125 

111+  ; 

Cts.  per  lb. 

Jan. 

32.2 

1+3.7 

1+5.2  : 

Cts.  per  lb. 

Feb, 

19.1+ 

33.9 

31.6 ; 

Million  lbs. 

■ 

99.0 

121.2 

222.1  r 

Million  lbs. 

38.7 

62.7 

13I+.I+ 

Pounds  feed 

I 

8.3 

g.6 

7.6  \ 
1 

Pounds  feed 

R 

9.7 

11.9 

10.5  : 

Thous.  lbs. 

■ 

7.8 

1+.5 

8.5  : 

Exceeded  only  in  Februaiy  I9UI+. 


Disappearance  of  layers  from  flocks 
below  last  year. 

A  record  for  the  12th  consecutive  month. 


USDA  began  dried  egg  proctirement  pro- 
gram in  February. 

Decline  of  8.5  cents  per  dozen  from 
January  was  sharpest  since  1933. 


Farmer's  share  of  consumer's  dollar 
was  80  cents,  equal  to  the  records 
in  1915  and  I912. 


Into-storage  movement  earliest  and, 
thus  far,  largest  on  record. 

Exceeded  only  in  February  I9UI+. 


Hatchings  ahead  of  last  year  for 
flock  replacement  purposes,  but 
behind  last  year  for  meat  purposes. 


Decrease  of  5.5  cents  per  pound 
since  August. 


Large  marketings  of  breeder  hens. 

{^Exceeded  any  previous  March  1. 
Hot  favorable  for  chicken  meat 
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SuI.'^.'Ii-iP.Y 

Unless  the  feed  shorta-'-e  kecoraes  none  acute,  farmers  are  likely  to  raise 
5  to  10  percent  fcv/er  chickens  in  1946  than  in  194-5,  and  fron  10  to  15  percent 
fovrer  turkeys*    Farners'  intentions  reported  about  February  1  s}iowed  a  prospec- 
tive -14  percent  decrease  in  p';rcha.ses  of  baby  chicks  this  sprin  •  conpared  with 
last,  but  recent  chanp;os  in  the  orr-rrice  situation  is  li]:ely  to  improve  these 
prospects.    On  the  basis  of  past  relations,  a  decrease  of  5  to  10  percent  in 
the  number  of  chickens  raised  this  year  villi  result  in  a  smaller  decrease  in 
the  number  of  hens  and  pullets  on  farms  January  1,  1947  compared  vnth  January  1 
this  year. 

The  dcvelopinr  tight  food  situation,  particularly  on  the  West  Coast 
where  wheat  is  fed  e::tonsi\-Gly  to  turkeys,  and  in  the  northeast,   is  expected 
to  result  in  a  larger  decline  in  turkey  production  than  the  5  percent  reduc- 
tion indicated  in  farmers'  intentions  reported  January  1.     But  oven  with  a 
reduction  of  10  to  15  percent  in  the  number  of  tur]:eys  raised,  per  capita 
civilian  supplies  of  turkey  meat  this  year  v;ill  be  about  as  largo  as  the  recorr^ 
quantity  consunod  in  1945.     Extremely  large  cold-storage  stocks  and  reduced 
turkey  procurement  by  the  arncd  forces  will  about  offset  the  expected  decrease 
in  production. 


FEBRU;vRY-Ii^iRCH  19'i6  -s  4;  ^_ 

Chickon  and  turkey  price  support  programs  woro  announcod  "by  thoU^  Despart- 
nont  of  Acriculturo  in  ?'Iarch.     Support  prices  e.ro  expected  to  reflect  at  least 
90  percent  of  parity.     At  the  current  parity,  this  means  a  support  of  li-/o 
chicken  at  a  U,  S.  average  of  18,4  cents  per  pound  and  live  turkey  at  23.2 
cents  per  pound,  vri. th  varications  for -type,  weight,  and  location.     The  m.othod 
of  support  vdll  bo  through  purchases  of  frozen  poultry.     In  mid-March  the 
average  price  received 'by  farmers  for  chickens  ivas  23,3  cents  per  pound,  114 
percent  of  parity.     Since  that  time  wholesale  prices  have  increased,  particular- 
ly on  lighter  v/eights. 

Prices  received  by  farmers  for  eggs  in  mid-I.Iarch  averaged  32.1  cents  per 

dozen,  98  percent  of  ^parity.    After  declining  sharply  during  January  and  early 
February,  eg,'"  prices  became  stabilized  and  at  the  end  of  March  ivero  about  the 
same  as  a  month  earlier,  although  seasonal  declines  usually  occur  during  this 
period.     The  recent  strength,  in  egg  prices  has  resulted  from  a  strong  demand 
for  eggs  for  storing,  a  ^current  rate  of  consumption  nearly  as  high  as  last 
year's  annual  ro.te  of  about  400  eggs  per  capita,  and  Government  purchases  of 
dried  eggs  for  export  at  prices  above  support  levels. 

Prices  received  by  farmers  for  eggs  for  the  remainder  of  the  year 
probably  will  average  moderately  below  last  year.     During  most  of  1045,  egg 
prices  were  at  or  ne.ar  ceiling  levels,  owing  to  large  Army  procurement,  a  wide 
margin  between  dem.and  for  and  supply  of  meat,  and  a  record  level  of  consumer 
income  payments.     For  the  remainder  of  1946  the  demand  for  eggs  is  not  expect- 
ed to  be  quite  so  strong  as  in  1945,  as  militOvry  procurement  will  be  dovm, 
the  demand-supply  gap  for  meat  y/ill  be  somewhat  smaller,  and  consumer  incomes 
m.ay  be  somev;hat  reduced.     Government  purchases  of  dried  eggs  for  export  mil 
bo  at  least  as  large  as  the  rather  small  purchases  in  1945,  v/hcn  export  re- 
quirements were  met  largely  from  stocks  previously  accumulated. 
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Supplifts  of  erf,s  pvr-il:''blc  "for  civili-^r.s  durin-  the  second  h.-lf  of  the 
yc^r  will        Irvr-er  then  in  the  ccrre spondin"-  period  of  19^5-        rn  egg 
output  nry  he  sonewhet  rnr.ller,  "but  the  incro-^se  in  connercipl  stocks  which 
is  expected  during  the  next  fcv  nonths  vill  noro  thr:n  offset-  any  decropse  in 
production.  ■ 

Into-storpge  novement  of  ogrs  dioring  Fehrupry  rnd  e.-^rly  Mnrch  v/ps, 
with  the  exception  -^f  IQUU,   the  largest  on  record'. for  th^t  period.  ¥ith- 
drawr-,ls  of  poultry  nent  during  Fehru-nry  were  rt  r.  .no^.r-record  low.  Exceoding 
any  previous  I'lrrch  1,  tot-^.l  stocks  of  chicken  ne' t.,  excluding-  turkeys  pnd 
ducks,  were  220-  nilli^n  pounds,  100  nillipn  pounds^  roove  Mr-rch  1,  ljU5  and 
approxinrtely  2  l/2  tines  the  prewar  average.     Turkey  stocks  on  Mnrch  1  vrere 
also  rt  r  record,  totalin-?-  13^  nillion  pounds,  3  "tines  prewar  and  noro  thrn  :-- 
doulDlc  last  yepr''s  Mr-rch  1  holdings. 

Frrm  egg  production  during  Fehrurry  vr's    41?:.8  nillion  dozen,  3  percent 

ahove  Fe^bru^ry  19'-*-?,  '^r.d  the  secoiTd  1'  r.r-cst  for  the  nonth.     A  record  r^te  of 

lay  per  pverrge  I'^yer  for  the  twelfth  consecutive  nonth  vras  fn  outstanding 

dcvelopnont.     The  average  nunlier  of  layers  on  f-rns  \rz  slightly  helov/  th*  t 

of  last  ye?'r.  , 

OUTLOOK  '. 

BACIvG-ROUl^T :  -      rners' int  er.t  ions  to  purchase  hahy  chicks  and 
tuLricey  poults,  reported       cinco     l^'^^j,  rive  .sone  evidence 
of  f  •  rners '  pl''ns  for  the  yer-v  with  respect  ■•"■o  raisinr  chickens 
and  turkeys,     Developnents  during  the  hatching  season  fre- 
quently nodify  these  intentions;   in  s'or.e  ye-'^irs  actual  pur- 
chases v'-'^ry  videly  f  ro.  i  the  e-~rly  intentions.     These  develop-, 
nfnts  include  price  ch-'.np-es  for  eg.gs- -^.rrd"  f  eed,  a'vailphility  of 
turkey  poults,  '^nd  changes  in  dcn^nd  prospects  duri  n^  the 
spring  hr-tching  season.     This  yo?r  the  difficulty  in-obtain— ' 
ing  feed  is  pIso  a  f-'^ctor. 


F2EHUARY-i>LlSCH  iqi+S  :  ^  - 

'^ov  19^"+- »  farniers'  intentions  indicate  that  ;o''archases  of  t-n'b.y  nhicks 
nay  "be  percent  less  than  in  19^5 1  ^^^^  that  pure  liar  es  of  turkey  poults  nay 
"be  5  percent  less.  Comparisons  of  intentions  with  numters  raised  in  recent 
years  a,re  op  follov;".: 


TjsJ-'le  1,-  iMuj/oer  of  chickens  raised  corapared  v/ith  intended  purchases 
^  hahy  chicks  - 


of 


Year 


Intended  purchases 

of  chicks  l/  

Fercent.age  of 
previ ous  year  . 


ITunTDer  of 
chickens  raised 


Percentage  of 
;orevious  ye^r 


1935 

1939 
19I+O 
19^+1 
19^2 

19U3 
19^14- 

19^5 

19^^6 


log 

108 

10s 

107 

96 

-    -  29 

109 

116 

112 

111 

116 

lis 

S3 

■     ■    ■  20 

96 

110 

26 

1/  Based  upon  reports  from  Crop  Correspondents  as  of  Jel-ruary  1, 

Tahle  2.~ITu-n"ber  of  turkeys  raised  compared  vdth  intended  purchases  of 

turkey  ••  Doults 


.  ear 


19^,3 

1939 
19ii0 
19^1 
19^2 

19'-3 
19^^^ 
19^5 
19^6 


Intended  purc>iases 
of  poults  1/  


Humter  of 
turkeys  raised 


F  Brcenta.!je  of 
previous  year 

106 
127 
105 

97 
103 
112 
102 
110 
31 


F-ercentage  of 
preyious  year 

103 

125 
102 

97 
100 
100 
110 
123 


1/  "Based  on  reports  from  Crop  Cor^-espbndents  as  of  Fehruary  1  for  I'^'jS  throu<2:h 
19^2  and  as  of  January  1  since  19-2,: 

Layers  on  Jprms  J.nnuary  1,  19^7  Prohatdy 
SelQi-.^  tJnnuary  1,  19^n 


The  early  Fehraar^r  intentions  to  purchase  "bahy  chicks  were  reported  "by 
farmers  during  an  interval  Vnen  egg  prices  v;ere  declining  sharply.  IiTholerale 
prices  of  eggs  on  February  1  i-jcre  ahout  20  percent  lelo-''  a  month  earlier  and 
10  percent  I'-^dov/-  Pehruary  1,  19^5»     Since  Pehr'aary  1,  howeyer,  egg  prices  have 
stahilised  --nd  h-ve  sh  v.-m  little  change,     '^'sually,   seasonal  decreases  occur. 
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Wholesale  and  retail  prices  of  eggs'" in  late  March  v;ei*e  near  ceiling  levels, 
Hence,  it  appears  that  the  decrease  of  lU  percent  from  last  year  in  purchases 
of  taoy  chicks,  indicated  "by  the  intentions  report, may  he  an  overestiraa.tion 
of  the' actual  reduction  that  will*'occur.     The  decrease,  in  the  number  of  chickens 
raised. from  the  numher  raised  in  19^5  exceed  5  to  10  percent,  flow- 

evor,  further  decreases  in  feed  supplies  would  magnify  this  decrease.-. 

Every  year  since  1933>  ^  decrease  in  the  niinher  of  chickens  raised  in 
any  year  results  in  some  decrease  in  the  numher  of  hens  and  pullets  on  farms 
at  the  year's' 6nd,    Hence,  the  numher  on  farms  on  January  .1,  19^7  will  prohahly 
he  "below  that  "of  January  1,  19^6, 


Yepr 


1925 
1926 

1927 
1928 
1929 
19^0 
1931 
1932 
1933 
19^1+ 

1935 


Tahle  3»~*^hirkens  raised  and  hens  and  pullets  on  farms, 
United  States,  Secemher  3I,  192^-^5 
    (Data  for  cover  chart) 


Chiclc'ens 
raised 


Hens 

and 
pullets 
on  farms 
Dec.'  31 


Percentafce  of 
preceding  year 


t 


Hend 
j  and 
Chi  ckens : pull et  s 
raised    inh  farms 
iDec,  31 


Millions  Millions    Percent  ■t'ercent 


679 
71s 
750 
700 

751 
777 

709 
736 
750' 

f53 


39U 
■^15 
1+27 

U02 
386 
391 
3^5 
350 
363 


103 
106 
loU 

93 
107 
loh 

91 
loh 
102 

86 
102 


101 
•105 
103 

95 

96 
96 
101 
9S 

loU 


Year 


1936 
1937 
193s 
1939 
19^0 

19^1 
I9U2 
I9U3 
19^^ 
I9I15 


Chickens 
raised 


Hens 

and 
pullets 
on  farms 
Dec.  31 


P'-rcentage  of 
preceding  year 


Chickens 
raised 


Hens 

and 
pullets 
on  farms 
Dec.  ^1 


Millions    Millions  Percent  Perc^^nt 


715 

601 
651 
697 

617 
717 

795 
93^ 
750 

l/g21 


3S0 
353 
376 

393 
381 
i+26 

519 
1+69 

1/U69 


109 
108 

107 
89 

116 

111 

lis 

80 
110 


105 
93 
107 
105 

97 
112 

106 
90 
100 


1/  Pre 1 i mi na ry , 

Sgg-Pecd  Price  Ratio  Reducod  in  19^4-6  '      ,  .  , ,  . 

Farm  egg  output  will  he  somewhat  larger  during  the  flush  production 
season  than  in  the  same  rieriod  a  year  ago,     as  a  result  of  a  higher  rate  of 
lay.     The  nijjnher  of  layers  on  fn.rms  is  ahout  the  sai^e  as  last  year.  -  Prices  ' 
received  hy  f'>rmcrs  for  eggs  in  the  spririg  and  early  summer  proTrahly  will 
average  helow  19^5»   reflecting  "orincipally  a  reduction 'in  military' procurement , 
nnd  somewhat  larger  civilian  meat  supplies.    During  the  spring  of  19^^,  de- 
mand for  eggs  was  very  strong  in  part  due  to  shortages  of  meat,  and  prices 
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were  at  ceilings,    ^er  capita  consunption  ■  d'lrin^  the  first  h^lf  of  19^5  ^^^^  at 
an  anmoal  rate  of  over  ^00  eggs  per  person,.    I>j.rinr:  the  first  two  months  of 
19^6,  per  capita  consmption  was  at  an  annual  rate  of  3^0  to  39C  ©gf^s. 

Prices  paid  "by  farniers  for  poultry  rations  havf.  "been  averaging  ahout 
5  percent  ahovw  last  year.    Recent  increases  in  ceiling  trices  for  feed  grains 
will  result  ,in  further  increases  in  prices  paid  "by  farmers  for  feed,  ^^ith 
egg  prices  lower  than  last  year  and  feed  prices  higher,  the  -egg-feod  price 
ratio  this  spring  is  avera.ging  aloout  10  percent  "below  that  of  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year.    A  decline  of  that  magnitude,  on  the  "basis  of  past  relation 
shipst  would  result  in  a  5  to  10  percent  decrease  in  the  num"ber  "of  chickens 
raised  unless  feed  sho-rtages  "become  mpre  acute.. 

Larg-e  late  Hatch  Not  Likely  in  igUS-     '    •  -' 

"i^ith  egg  p;  ices  during  the  19^6  hatching  season  not  so  favora'ble  .as  in 
19^5»  s-^^O-  a  tight  "feed  situation,  a-, large  late  hatch  oro'ba'bly  will  not  occur, 
IHiring  19^5  commercial  hatchings  for  flock  replacement  purposes  v;ere  at  a  , 
record,  v/ith  the  exception  of  19^3»  -despite  a  late  start.    'I^urin.tr  January  and 
Fehurary  19^'+5»  commercial  hatchings  were  at  a  low -level.    However,  the  high 
prices  that  prevailed  for  eggs  during  the  hatching  season  resulted  in  a  record 
latd  hatch  for  flock  replaoement  "ourooses.    During  June  and  July  19^5  commercial 
hatchings  were  29O.  million  "birds,  ■  ' 

Commercial  hatchings  during  January  and  Fe"bruary  19^6  averaged  2  percent 
"below  19^5*    Hov/ever,  increases  oc("urred  in  the  States  where  chicks  a-re  raised 
primarily  for  flock  replacement  purposes  r-'^t"ner  than  for  meat,  Percentage 
chp..nges  during  January  a,nd  Fe"bruary  19^6  ty  areas  comp-'red  with  19*^5  v;ere  as 


follows: 

Percent  -  Percent 

New  England  .  ..                           -  7  •,  South  Atlantic  -  22 

Middle  Atlantic                        +1  .  South  Central  +11 

East  North  Central                    f  5  :  Mountain  -  7 

VTest  North  Central     '           '  ■  "+  6  Pacific  +'  5 


Current  reports  indicate  that  commercial  hatchings  during  March  continued 
at  a  high  level  and  loro'bahly  were  not  much  different  than  last  yea,r,  Hov/ever, 
"ba"by  chick  orders  "booked. for  April  and  May  deliver.]'-  ha.ve  declined  compared  with 
last  year. 

Civilian    Egg"  Sun-olies  for  Second  Half      ■  -  ' 

of  19^6  Ahead  of  I9U5 .  Prices  Pro"ba"bly 
Lower  .  ■ 

The  n-omher  'of  layers  on  farms  during  the  second  half  of  1QU6  will  "be  some^ 
what  smp.ller  than  in  the  second  half  of  19^5*     Ea-rm  egg  output  pro"bably  will 
"be  slightly  less. 
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Civilian  supplies  of  egr;s,  however,  will  "be  larger  in  the  second  half  of 
19^46  than  in  corresr)onding  period  of  19^5-    Procurement  "by  the  .arraed  forces  will 
"be  drastically  reduced.    At  recent  rates  of  storing,  supplies  of  shell  eggs 
avail"tlG  from  cold  storage  will  "be  suhstantially  larger  than  in  the  second  half 
of  10'l5-'P^o''"^''*bly  "by  2  to  U  million  cases, 

Dem-^.nd  for  eggs  "by  domestic  consumers  v;ill  not  he  so  fetron^-  in  the  latter 
h^'lf  of  1"'U6  as  a  year  ago,  since  meat  supplies  will  he  somewhat  Inrger  and 
consumer  income  orohahly  will  he  moderately  lower,    ^uring  19^5»  civilian  sup- 
plies of  meat  v;ere  consider^ihly  short  of  demand  and  some  replacement  of  eggs  for 
meat  a.pparently  occurred.    Prices  received  ty  farmers  averaged  hj,  cents  in  the 
second  half  of  19^5         were  103  percent  of  -oarity.    ^'^holesale  and  retail  prices 
w-^^re  a-f-  or  ne^r  the  seasonally  adjusted  ceiling  levels. 

Purchn  r o  of  Dri  ed  E^r^s  for  Exnort  Resumed 

S::port  demand  for  dried  eggs  has  strenghtened  during  the  past  few  months. 
At  present,  firm  comraitments  for  ahout        r.illion  pounds  of  dried  eggs  for  ex- 
port have  heen  made. 

To  meet  present  erfcport  commitments  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  as  of 
March  23 >  had  purchased  under  its  procurement  program  22  million  pounds  of 
dried  whole  eg^rs.    Prices  paid  per  pound  of  dried  whole  eggs  packed  in  "barrels 
under  this  program  were  $1,11  for  Pehruary  delivery,  $1,08  for  March  delivery, 
and  Z}1,0^  for  April  delivery.     These  prices  exceed  the  minimum  support  com- 
mitment of  $.99  per  loound,  (increased  to  $1.02  per  pound  on  March  22). 

Tahle  U. -Purchases  ^-hrough  March  23,  IQ^,  of  dried  whole  egg  hy  Production 
 and  Marketing  Administration,  hy  months  scheduled  for  delivery  


Tea 


19^+2 

19^3 
19UU 

19^6 


Mil.  Mil.  Mil.  Kil. 

Ih.  Ih.  Ih.  Ih. 

11.^  12.9  13.1.  13  U 

7.2  20.1  12.6  21. i+ 

2G.h  27.0  1.3.3  27.7 

b.2  5.0  9.S  10.6 

U.2  l5.2  q.f: 


• 

June 

jJ^iy  I 

Sept. 

;oct. 

ft 

'Nov. 

ft             •  • 

•  • 

Dec. 

; Total 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil . 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Ih. 

It. 

Ih. 

Ih. 

Ih. 

Ih. 

11:. 

Ih. 

Ih. 

12.3 

17.5 

12.5 

19.2 

'  .2 

22.0 

2^.3 

15.2 

206.6 

17.2 

10,9 

19.6 

19.9 

16.1 

16. U 

20cl 

28.1 

209.6 

27. c 

26.1 

2U.2 

31.5 

2U.2 

20. U 

12.2 

7.6 

273.2 

3.5 

0.6 

0.1 

0.3 

36.1 

Ei.xropean  E~g-  Production  at  Lov/  Level 

Egg  (production  in  Europe,  excluding  Russia,  for  the  I9U5-U6  fiscal  year 
isrear^jr  50  percent  helov:  orewar.     The  greatest  relative  decreases'  have 
occurred  in  Finland,  Norway  and  ^Netherlands  v/here  production  is  down  more  than 
75  percent  from  prewar.     Production  in  the  United  Kingdom  is  down  a"tout  one- 
third. 
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Tabl3  5,-  Eggs:     Estimated  production,  foreign  trade,  .and  apparent 

disappearance  in  Europe,  by  countries,  average  1934-38  and  1945-46  crop  year 


Country 


Average  1934-38 


Produc- 
tion 


Net 
imports 
1/ 


:  Net 

exports 

1/ 


r-pparont 
domestic 

disap- 
pearance 


1945-46 


Produc- 
tion 


Prospec- 
tive 
not 

exports 


Produc- 
tion as 
pcrccrrb^ 

ago  of 
prev/ar 


Mil, eggs  I'.'Iil«  eggs  Mil « eggs  Mil»  eggs  rIil»oggs  Mil , orgs  Porconb 


United  Kingdom  • . . .  o . 

:  .5,098 
!  1,086 

_2/2 

,685 



358  ^ 

7,783 
728 

3,416 

800 

200 

:  6,184 

8,511 

Finland  

:  317 

>              O  D  C7 



143 

57 

1,274 
1,251 

178 

174) 
349) 
843 

DUO 

727) 
1,524) 

143 



!  900 

900 

935 
635 

iJOnmarK  e»»»a*«*ae«<>» 

.        1  Q7Q 

1,978 

3/ 

oo  c 
cct> 

!  1,702 

!  6,200 

3/ 

164 
600 
250 
101 

*«»— 

6,364 
2,300 
673 
5,701 

4,000 
1,600 
210 
3,100 

:  1,700 

:  423 
■  5,600 

lijClly     ••••••eo«o  eo«*o 

1/ 

,  6,585 
663 
1,958 

3/1 

,362 

86 

7,947) 
643) 
2,044) 
.  3,06.3) 

20 

5,185  - 

J^O  IcXnd     m  •  o  4  o  •  00  o*  e  a««' 

.    3, .500 

437 

5,100 

700 

"  4,50Q 

2,617 
19,525 

Total  continental 
Europe  excl.USSR,,: 

38,974 

37,258 

Total  Elurope  excl.  ! 
.  USSR                   c ! 

'  45,1^8 

45,769  ■ 

23,741 

67 
74 


■68 


21 

100 

47 
23 


65 
94 
50 
55 


40 

51 

50 


Compiled  from  reports  of  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations, 
l/  Applies  only  to  shell  oggs,  2/  im  additional  95  million  pounds  of 
vrere  imported.     3/  Appreciable  quantities  of  egg  products  importod. 


53 


pro'-iucts 


In  1943  and  1944  ?vbout  150  million  pounds  of  dried  whole  eggs  wore 
shipped  each  year  from  the  United  States  to  the  United  Kingdom  including  wtir* 
services  under  lend-lease;  shipments  during  1945  v/ero  about  ono-half  of  each 
of  the  previgus  2  years.    Additional  shipments  -.TOro  rriadc  to  Russia,  Egg 
consumption  per  person  in  tho  United  Kingdom  durinr:  those  years  rora:ainod  noar 
prewar  levels,    Hovrever,  recent  reports  indicate  that  .there  has  been  a  decrease 
in  -zYiQ  British  dried  egg  rations,     Tho  45  million  pounds  of  dried  oggs  .(equiva- 
lent to  1,6  billion  eggs)  v/hich  the  United  States  -.-.dll  contributo  to  inter- 
national trade,  chiefly  to  tho  United  Kingdom,  vdll  offset  only  about  8  percent 
of  tlio  docrease  frora  prov/ar  in  European  egg  production. 

Smaller  Turkey  Crop  Expected  in  1946 
Than  in  1945 

Although  farmers*  intentions  as  of  January  1  indicated  only  a  5  percent 
decrease  in  the  numbor  of  turkeys  to  bo  raised  in  1946  compared  vmth  1945,  recait 


ii 
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dovolopnonts  v.ath  rcspoct  to  tho  food  situation  probably  xvill  result  in  a 
rroator  doclinc.     Sinco  Jo.nuary  1  thoro  has  boon  a  tightening  in  the  feed  situa- 
tion, pr.rticularly  on  tho  West  Coast  v;hcro  v/hoat  is  used  oxtonsivcly  in  feeding 
tr.r^'eys  • 

Donand  for  turkeys  in  tho  1346  marketing  season  is  not  expected  to  be  . 
'\s  stroiig  as  in  1945.    Army  requf.renents  will  bo  reduced  substantially.  In 
addition,  tho  largo  cold-storage  stocks  of  turkeys,  .ar.ounting  to  134  million 
pounds  rn  Jvarch  1,  ^-dll  leave  more  turkeys  available  for  civilians  in  1946  than 
in  1945,  c"on  if  production  decreases  10  to  15  p  ercont.    Hovj-over,  prices  received  b; 
farmers  for  snail  turkeys  (under  16  pounds)  are  not  expected  to  be  much  belov/ 
the  1945  level.     Put,  as  in  prov/r.r  years,  thoro  probably  v;ill  be  wide  differ- 
ent ialG  betv'oen  large  and  small  turkeys,  v.dth  prices  of  hea-s^-v;cight  birds 
sr.bstantially  belovf  prices  of  light-weight  birds.     The  high  level  of  consumer 
purchas"^T.; ;  power,  however,  vrxll  tend  to  keep  turkey  prices  near  1945  levels. 

A  turkey  prioo  support  progran  for  tho  next  few  nonths  was  announced  by 
the  U.  S,  Department  of  Agriculture  on  March  22  in  the  event  that  there  are 
hea^y  marketings  of  breeder  hens.     Purchases  of  dressed  turkeys  in  carlots  from 
processors,  dealers,  and  cooperatives  will  be  m,ade,  if  necessary  at  prices  so  as 
to  reflect  90  percent  of  parity  v;ith  variations  for  type,  weight,  and  location. 
Currently  this  would  moan  a  United  States  o.verage  farm  price  of  23.2  cents  per 
pound.     The  average  price  received  by  farmers  for  turkeys  in  mid-March  yh.s  30,6 
cents,  119  percent  of  parity. 

Turkey  m,eat  consumption  has  been  trending  upward.     Consumption  of  turkey 
o.veragod  2  pounds  per  capita  in  the  early  1930' s.     The  1935-39  average  consump- 
tion was  2.6  pounds  per  person,  and  by  1942  consumption  had  reached  3.7  pounds. 
During  1943  and  1944  civilian  turkey  meat  c-^nsumptien  remained  rt  3.3  to  3.4 
pounds  v;hen  non-civilian  procurement  v/as  heavy,  but  in  1945  consumption  set  a 
now  record  of  about  4-l/2  pounds, 

Cliicken  Price  Support  Program  Announced 

The  1946  chicken  price  support  prograiii,  announced  by  the  D.  S,  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  March  8,  will  be  effected  through  purchases  of  drfssed 
chickens  (except  chickens  weighing  3-l/2  pounds  cr  less,  live  weight)  .at  prices 
reflecting  not  less  than  90  percent  of  parity.     O.i  tho  basis  of  the  mid-i.iarch 
parity  price,  this  v/culd  moan  support  at  a  United  States  average  price  of  18,4 
cents  per  pound,  with  variations  for  type,  weight,  and  location.     In  mid-rarch 
the  average  price  received  b^'  farmers  for  chickens  v/as  23,3  cents  per  pound, 
114  percent  of  parity,     Sinco  mid-March  v/holesale  chicken  prices  have  increased. 

Total  production  of  chicken  meat  during  1946  will  be  substantially  below 
1945,  because  of  a  reduction  in  coixmercial  broiler  output  and  a  decrease  in  the 
number  of  chickens  raised.  Comiaercial  broiler  production  will  be  substantially 
smaller  t'lan  last  year.  This  reflects  in  part  the  reduced  military/  procurement 
that  was  so  important  during  the  first  half  of  1^45.  Recently  prices  of  broiler 
hav9  averaged  materially  below  those  of  last  year. 

Per  capita  civiliaM  supplier,  of  chicken  meat  in  1946  v.-ill  be  almost  as 
large  as  the  near-record  consumption  of  25  pounds  per  person  in  1945,  despite 
the  decline  in  total  slaughter.     The  large  cold-s-corage  holdings,  .amounting  to 
220  million  pounds  on  March  1,  plus  a  reduction  in  Army  procurement,  v/ill  about 
offset  the  prospective  decrease  in  slaughter. 
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.:    .  ,    piiC3OT  LE^HLCPMSITTS 

5-.-  Frcducti on  Per  Inyer  Continues 

At  Roc-.rd      •  ' 

F' rn  r~-:--  production  during;  PelDruiry  was  Ul2.  S  nillion  dozen,  3  percent 
r.'bovo  l.'^st  yo^r,   'nd  ^5  percent  r-'oovo  the  1935-^'-^  averafre  for  the  npnth.  A 
U  •"crccnt  increr.se  in  rate  of  lay  'over  last  year  nore  than  offset  a  1  percent 
decrease  in  t,"- 9  rver-'^e- nuntcr  of  layers.     The  Everarre  nunher  of  layers  on 
f  ■  r;.iS  durin'"  fe^^ur  ry  was  hOJ  million  herd.  ■ 

Pnr-pite  reported  feed  sc''rcities,---eg£  .production  pef.avera'^e  layer  for 
the  twelfth  concecutive  r.onth  has  exceeded  any  prevl-eus  .corrsspondii.g 'nonth 
on  record.    A  f-ctor  responsihle  for  the  hirh  rate  of  Iry  during  PeT)ruary  was 
th-"'  record  loropcrtion  of  pullets  to  hens.     Also,,nild  werth-  r  nry  have  had  sone' 
effect.     As  of  January  1,  I9U6  pullets  accounted  for  69  percent  of  the  total 
I'vin-  flock  corp"red  with  fh  percent  the  previous  January  1  and  a'  10  year 
(1935-^'-+)  rvcrrre  of  95  percent.     Lonf'-run  influencos  on  the  rrte  of  Iny  include 
totter  types  of  "birds  (M^:ticnal  Poultry  Inrprovenont  Plan) ,  hetter  "f  eeds,  rnd 
inproved  poultry  husbandry  practices. 

T^hlo  6.-  Averaere  n-aribor  of  esgs  produced  per  layer,  United  States, 

1935-39\3.verpf^e,  19^1-46 


Year 


Avera~e 
1935-39 
19  Ul 
19iir 
I9U3 

19^^ 
iqii'fi 


Jan.   rPeh.  iVlrr, 


1:0, 

^,(^ 
E.l 
9.2 
9.0 
10.0 

9.9 
10.  ~ 


i'^O. 


3.9 
10.3 

10.6 
11.0 
12.? 

11.7 

12.?. 


Irr.  : 

Apr,  : 

May 

:  June 

:July 

:Au{-,  : 

•  • 

Sept .  : 

Oct.  : 

Nov.  :Pec  :Tc3tal 

ITc. 

No. 

Tip . 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No.     No..  No. 

1^.3 

16.7 

16.  S 

1^.2 

12.7 

11.2 

6.S 

9.0  5.2  13:13: 

19.0 

16.9 

17.1+ 

1^.1 

13. s 

12.2 

10.0 

3.2 

6.9  7. J  1^1.^ 

15.9 

17.9 

17.^: 

15.2 

13. s 

12.3 

10.0 

C.l 

6.9  7.1+  l4l.2 

15.7 

17.0 

17.3 

19.0 

13.7 

12..  3 

10.  0 

S.l 

6.7  7.9  1^.1^ 

15.6 

16. S 

17.2 

19.0 

13.  s 

12.^ 

10.3 

g.g 

7.U  g.i  1)^.6 

16.6 

17.7 

17.6 

19.6 

1U.9 

13.0 

10.6 

■  7.6  S.3  191.9 

Pelpru-ry  Intc-Stora.^e  Movenent  of  Er-^rs 
Exec. -Jed  Only  in  19 U5 


The  into-storare  novenent  of  shell  and  frozen  egrs  in  Fchruary  this  year 
w-.s,  with  the  exception  of  19^H,  the  earliest  on  record.     This  nay  "be  "due -partly 
to  the' clianfiing  seasonality  in  f.-rn  egg . product!  on.     The  total  intc-stora^e 
nover.cnt  of  .shell  er^^^rs  during  Pe"bruary  w-s  1  r.iUion  cases  and  of  frozen  eggs, 
6  rdlli.-n  pounds.     Except  in  I9UU,  this  was  the  largest  into-storage  novenent 
for  th'\t  nonth.     Stocks  of  eggs  fOr  connerclal  use  pro"ba"b"ly  increased  even  nore 
than  in  19^^  when  l-^rge  inputs  were  "being  nade  for  later  processing  into  dried 
egr:s  for  governnent  account. 
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The  high  rate  of  into-storage  movement-  hps  continued  since  March  1. 
Reports  from  35  markets  indicate  th-t  the  March  shell  egg  into-stor?ge  movement 
was  more  than  douhle  last  year's,   and  for  frozen  egg  ahout  50  percent  hirher. 


Tahle 

7.- 

-Eggs: 

Cold  storage  stocks  in  the 

Un  it  e'd  St  at  e  sand  net  s  t  or  ag  e 

movement  at  35 

markets,   specified  d^tes 

United 

States  stocks 

ITet 

storage  movement  in  35  i^arkets 

Year 

« 

(Week  ended  as  of  I9I+6) 

•  Feh, 

1     :     Mar.  1 

I     Mar.  -2 

:     Mar,  9  '     :    Mar.  16     :  M?r. 

Shu  11 

1,000  c?ses:l,000  cases 

:l,000  cases:l,000  cases:l,000  casos:l,000 

Av.  1937- 

.1+1 

255 

231 

2S. 

9I+               122  81 

1914-1+ 

765 

2,00g 

26I+ 

269               326  32s 

I9I+5 

296 

521" 

1+1 

82               168                .  222 

.I9H6 

272  . 

1,51+5 

255 

3I+5               320  382 

frozen 

Av.  1937- 

-1+1 

1,57^ 

1,33s 

-19 

8-32  55 

IS) 

2.179 

2,629 

173  • 

175     •          183  195 

19 1+5 

2,61+0 

2,2g0 

.  -15 

■  36               .75  1I+I+ 

19I+6 

2,979 

3,11+1 

61+  - 

71               112  127 

Dried 

19 1+1+ 

i+,265 

-5,117 

191+5 

ic^79i 

11,110 

I9I+6 

1,872 

1,703 

1/     G-overnment  holdings  included  frozen  and, : dried  : eggs  conyerted,  to '.shell-egg 
equivalent  on  "basis  of  '^J ,^ --po-ands  of  frozen  egg  and  10  pounds  of  dried  egg  to 
the  case. 


Marketings  of  Pcult ry  Meat  Large. 
Storage  ''Withdrawals  during  February 
Second  Smallest  on  Record 


.Ma,rketings  of  poultry  during  Fehruary  and  early  March,  vith  the  possi- 
hlc  exception  of  th-  corresponding  period  of  19^^,   ''•'^erc  the  largest  on  record. 
Receipts  of  dressed  poultry  a.t  1+  principa.l  markets  were  ahout  50  percent  a-hove 
last  yea.r.    Receipts  of  live  poultry  at  Midv/estern  Primary  Markets  v^ere  also 
suhstant ially  ahove  19^5'     large  marketings  of  turkey  "breeders,  pro"ba"bly  a  record, 
and  the  near-record  num"ber  of  chickens  raised  in  19^-5  ^^'ere  responsib.lc  for  these 
large  marketings. 

Reflecting  in  part  the  large  market  movement  of  poultry,  , withdra.'jr'a.ls 
from  cold  storage  during  Fe"bruary,   except  for  I92I+  and  1931,  -^"'ere  the  -smallest 
on  record  for  that,  month.  '  Stocks  of  chicken  me^t  'declined  a"bout  7  million  pounds, 
while  turkey  stocks  remained  unchanged  from  re"bruary  1  to  March  1.     Total  stocks 
of  chicken  meat,   of.  220  million  pounds  were  nearly  double  those  o_f  last  yc-r 
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on  March  1,  and  wcro  almost  2  1/2  t i. nos  the  promr  Lltirch  1  average.  Turkey 
stocks  wore  IS-i  million  pounds  ccmparod  ^.'ith  G3  raillion  pounds  l?-st  year, 
and  a  prcv;ar  average  of  42  jnilllon  pounds.    Most  of  the  stocks  on  hand 
March  1,  1946  woro  conmorcially  ovmcd,  while  moderately  lar;-;o  quantities 
vroro  Oovornmunt  ovmod  on  l*'!arch  ] ,  1S45 


Turkoy  Goals  Rovisod 


To  make  the  most  efficient  use  of  food  and  v;hoat,  the  Dcpart- 
mont  of  A,r;riculture  revised  certain  production  goals  February  21  •  iunong 
the  re-^'-isions  \r\s  a  roquost  for  decrease  in  turkoy  production  of  about 
15  percent  from  19::5  levels.     Tlie  turkey  goal  ^is  first  issued  January  16 
called  for  a  10  percent  :Ieclino. 


Final  1946  production  goals  for  poultry  products,  compared  v/lth 
1945  production,  are  as  follov;s: 


ITnit  1946  goal  '   1945  production 

Farm  egg  production         Mil.  doz,  3,909  4,600 

Chickens  raised                 Mil.  head  579  821 

Turkeys  raised                 Mil.  head  37,9  45 


The  Dopo.rtnent  of  Agriculture  has  also  roquostod  growers  to  decrease 
broiler  production  30  perocnt  from  1945  levels. 


